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Generics have helped patients save money by providing a low cost alternative to brand name drugs.
But lack of competition is arbitrarily increasing prices, making generics as costly as brand drugs.
What happens when generics don’t compete?

However, in the last
two years, one-fifth
of established generic
drugs saw prices at least

Generally, generics
create competition
and drive down prices
for consumers.
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Extreme pricing tactics
are used by
brand and generic
manufacturers alike, as
seen in this example.
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Generic A entered the
market at a price of $590,
almost double the price of
the branded drug
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The Brand suddenly
increased its prices by nearly
600% in 2016

$225

Generic B mirrored the
Brand’s tactic the following
month with a 425% price hike

The Brand came on
the market in 2005 at
a price of $31
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Generic C still costs a
fraction of the others...
Will it stay a low cost option?

Source: Medi-Span® Price Rx®. Figures reflect
wholesale acquisition cost.

Choosing one generic over another can save a lot of money... but that information isn’t always available.
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Doctors write prescriptions
for a generic drug.

Purchasers and intermediaries
negotiate with manufacturers and
decide which generic to offer.

Families have to pay for
the generic the purchaser
chooses.

Let’s all work together to ensure patients have access to affordable generics.
ACHP promotes greater transparency on prescription drug research. This infographic is one of a
series on prescription drug transparency. For more infographics like this, please follow us on Twitter
@_ACHP or visit us at www.ACHP.org.
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*Pharmacy Benefit Managers (PBMs) are third-party administrators of prescription drug programs.
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