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November 29, 2016 
 
The Honorable Joseph Pitts    The Honorable Gene Green 
Chair, Subcommittee on Health   Ranking Member, Subcommittee on Health 
Committee on Energy and Commerce   Committee on Energy and Commerce 
U.S. House of Representatives    U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515     Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Chairman Pitts and Ranking Member Green: 
 
I am writing to express the support of the Alliance of Community Health Plans (ACHP) for the work 
and composition of the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force (USPSTF).  
 
ACHP members are community-based, non-profit health plans providing care and coverage for 
almost 19 million Americans. Our members are at the forefront of innovative financing and delivery 
models and constantly strive to deliver the right care to the right patient at the right time. Evidence-
based recommendations, including those of the USPSTF, are an essential part of the coverage 
decisions that our member plans must make on a continuing basis.   
 
It is critical that clinical recommendations be based on a review of evidence by independent experts. 
The USPSTF has gained that reputation over a long time through a set of clear procedures that weigh 
research findings and incorporate the view of specialists, peer reviewers, and other stakeholders. 
Because the work of the task force focuses on preventive services, its recommendations are most 
important to caring for patients in the primary care setting.  For that reason, it is highly appropriate 
that primary care physicians comprise the USPSTF membership – and also appropriate, as they 
currently do, that the task force consult closely with specialty physicians and others.   
 
Thank you for consideration of our views. If you would like further information on the experience of 
ACHP member plans using the task force’s recommendations, please contact Howard Shapiro, 
Director of Public Policy, at hshapiro@achp.org. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Ceci Connolly  
President and CEO 
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